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Rail transport of passengers between 2007 and 2009 
 

Rail passenger transport performance decreased slightly between 2008 and 2009 
(-0.8%). In 2009, the economic crisis stopped the steady increase observed in rail 
transport performance over recent years. 
 

Graph 1: Quarterly evolution of rail passenger transport performance at EU27 level* - billion 
passenger-kilometres 

 

* Data from Bulgaria not included until 2008 due to confidentiality issues 

Source: Eurostat (rail_pa_quartal) 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=rail_pa_quartal&mode=view
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Methodology 
 
 
Definition of passenger-kilometres by rail  
 

A passenger-kilometre is a unit of measure of passenger transport which represents the transport of one passenger 
by rail over a distance of one kilometre. Only the distance on the national territory of the reporting country is taken into 
account. 
 

Graph 1 and Table 1 
 

The figures presented are based on quarterly data collected under the so-called ‘detailed’ reporting.  
 

 ‘Simplified” reporting is not included in the elements. Simplified reporting is an alternative to the normal detailed 
reporting for undertakings whose total transport performance is less than 200 million passenger-kilometres during the 
reference year. Unlike detailed reporting, only total annual transport is available from simplified reporting. 
 

As a consequence, for countries which use simplified reporting as an alternative for small railway undertakings, 
quarterly data presented in this publication are underestimated ('smaller' undertakings are not included). However this 
is not the case for the following countries: BE, CZ, DE, EE, IE, EL, FR, LV, LT, LU, HU, PL, PT, SI, SK, FI, SE, UK, 
HR, TR and CH.  
 

Table 2 
 

At EU level, the aggregated figures presented for international transport do not exclude double counting: this means 
that passengers travelling between EU countries are counted twice, as reported by both partner countries. 
 

The 2007 and 2008 figures presented are based on annual data collected under the so-called ‘detailed’ and 
‘simplified’ reporting. 
 

Figures in italics are estimates based on quarterly data (2008 data for the Netherlands and 2009 total transport data) 
collected under ‘detailed’ reporting.  
 

The 2008/2009 growth available could thus be underestimated for countries providing both ‘detailed’ and ‘simplified’ 
reporting (i.e. DK, ES and AT). 
 

Further information 
 
 
Eurostat Website:  
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat 
 
Data on “Transport statistics” 
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/transport/data/database 
Select “Rail transport” 
 
More information about “Transport statistics” 
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/transport/introduction 
 
 
European Statistical Data Support: 
 
Contact details for this support network can be found on our Internet site: 
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/ 
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